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BEMQRIHDUK FOR THE KATICtiAl. SECURITY 0OUKCH, 

SUBJECT* Korean Prisoner SxCi sciga 

Our attention has b- n culled to the possibility of rover eing . 
in connection with the Korean nictations, the policy established 
by the American* in »orM War II of no forcible repatriation of 
prisoners. An agreement to forcibly repatriate prisoners of "srar 
in Korea, who prefer to remain '-it .in United nations supervised 
territory, would seriously Inpode CIA activities engaged, hi 
National Security Council directive© in the following aphurtiu. 

1* CIA effort® to obtain defections fron the Soviet ard 


Soviet orbit countries ia Europe real upon the [-nowise 


of sanctuary w?dch derives Its credibility from our polio; 


In Europe of refusing forcible repatriation* The tro- 


posed policy in lores would negate such credibility. 


2m Our entire psychological warfare program through out the 


world In baaed upon the isiportance ol the individual 


end the freedom of individual choice in t i© Western < arid. 
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Forcible repatriation ii tot a alo a l lff -ontrsdictory to 
this underlying; pr«rdae of our psychological Wirfspe 
program that it would weaker, the program laosssurubly. 


I4, in the event of hot war, our European policy frcti 
World War II of no foror.bl® repatriat ion would be an 
inpjrtant psychological w eapon to induce vholssal# 


defection ar»d surrender among satellite peoples, Ukrmiar 


Russian* and in large areas of the Par Eact. Ksvsmal 


of this policy near in connection with the Korean Antiutie* 


could prove expensive fosyond calculation by psweniing 
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wholesale defection aa*u surrender in the event of 


hot war* 


In view of the above Traciiaal conpideratione and wholly -sport. 


frora the ssoral questions involved* we rscoisswnd: 

1* Ho forced repatriation. 

2* An iwaodlate census in our POW oaupa of those Chinese 


and North Koreans who desire repatriation* a separation 
of non-Coramunist ’01' e who do ot wish to be repair dated 
and an effort to trade those who are willing to bo 
repatriated for 0 < prisoners* Tbs possibility that tfcc 
ratio of exchange would be so favorable to the C@asnte.ieis 


as to ranks a trade possible i* real enough to jus til} tie 


effort. It is quite possible that tk Coieaunlats ■ 


insistence on forced repatriation la baaed upon their 


fear that if an election is p emitted to POf/’s* c-nl? a 
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trlekle -will elect to ret am, thereby providing the 
UN with & strong payehelogieal weapon, If the facta 
are otherwise, the isim<« my <ii8a?>;«.jr. 

3* After se? jratiOTi of Pure whota we would be willing fc> 
have behind Ji; linos arid in the event that a trade 
as suggested above cannot lie ef fected, the possil llity 
of staging a -wholesale break-eut for* the if 
worthy of oeneidtratica. 
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